Oromia Irrigation and Water Resources Development for Sustainable Economic Growth
[bookmark: _GoBack]The government is working to build a resilient economy by effectively utilizing the abundant opportunities and potential of the human and natural resources available in the region. Through continuous efforts in both the dry and rainy seasons, significant progress is being made in transforming the economy and improving livelihoods.
One of the key resources possessed by our region is water resources. These include rivers, lakes, springs, groundwater, and rainfall. Water resources are among the most valuable assets and play a crucial role in the socio-economic development of the region.
In the 2018 Ethiopian fiscal year, 93 modern irrigation schemes were completed, enabling the development of 6,977.9 hectares of land. Through these projects, more than 73,395 household heads have benefited.
Five years ago, there were only 701 modern irrigation schemes in operation. Through the extensive development activities carried out over the years, this number has increased to more than 1,268 schemes.
By properly utilizing the available water resources, significant efforts have been made to free communities from dependence on seasonal rainfall and enable them to produce crops twice a year or more. The success achieved in ensuring national food security is clearly demonstrated by this year's irrigated wheat production during the dry season, which stands as a testament to the effective use of water resources and irrigation development.
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